
CAVE CREEK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 93 
Business Meeting of the Governing Board 

Monday, February 11, 2019 
   Time:  6:00 pm  
   Place:  District Governing Board Room 
      33016 N 60th St., Scottsdale, AZ  85266 

Members of the Board               
Kathryn Hill, President 

James Rich, Vice President 
Scott Brown, Member 

Janet Busbee, Member 
Beth Hatcher, Member 

 
The Governing Board reserves the right to move into executive session for the legal advice with its attorneys for any item listed on the Agenda, in person or by telephone, 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03.A.3.   
 
Additional information or documentation regarding Public Agenda Items may be available for the public to review in the Office of the Superintendent. 
 
The District endeavors to make all public meeting s accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 48 hours advance notice, special assistance can also be provided for sight 
and/or hearing impaired persons at public meetings.  Please call (480) 575-2016 to request an accommodation.  Spanish Translation is available. 
 
Members of the Governing Board will attend either in person or by telephone conference call.  The Board reserves the right to change the order of items on the agenda, 
with the exception of public hearings set for a specific time.   
 

Approved Meeting Minutes – approved at the 3/11/19 meeting 
Executive Session 

5:45 p.m. 
Executive Session:   38-431.03.A(5) -– Upon a public majority vote of the members constituting a quorum, a public body 
may hold an executive session but only for the following purposes:  Discussion or consultations with designated 
representatives of the public body in order to consider its position and instruct its representatives regarding negotiations 
with employee organizations regarding the salaries, salary schedules or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits 
of employees of the public body:  Interest Based Negotiations. 

 
President Hill called the Business meeting to order at 5:45pm.  She made a motion for the Board to go into Executive 
Session.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill voting 
aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and Member Hatcher voting 
aye. 

 
1. OPENING  
 
1.1 Call to Order:  Business Meeting was called to order at 6pm.  Board Members present:  Ms. Kathryn Hill, 
President; Mr. James Rich, Vice President; Mr. Scott Brown, Ms. Janet Busbee, and Ms. Beth Hatcher members, were 
present.  Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent; Dr. Kent Frison, Associate Superintendent of Operations & Finance and Dr. 
Jana Miller, Associate Superintendent of Teaching & Learning, were present.  President Hill made a motion to pull Item 
4.2 – Human Resource Items of out Action Consent.  Member Busbee second.  Motion passed unanimously with President 
Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and Member 
Hatcher voting aye.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  
 
1.6 President’s Report:  None received 
 
A.   Board Comments:   Member Brown visited Desert Willow Elementary School, Desert Sun Academy and Black 
Mountain Elementary School.  All visits were great – the staff, students, teachers are all very friendly.   Great campuses!   
 
1.7       Superintendent’s Report:  Dr. Burdick shared great news.  CCUSD celebrated National Counseling Week 
(February 4-8) – thank you to all of CCUSD’s Amazing Counselors:  School counselors: Victoria Markowicz, Kim Gerhardt, 
Lindsay Bock, Cadi Angeli, Pam Menton, Corrie Klinefelter, Beth Udisky, Mike Sarraino, Lori Dahne , Melissa Beverly and 
Special Ed counselors: Becky Curtin, Yvette Maez, Janine Fiordirosa. Some Cactus Shadows wrestlers are going to state!  
Ethan Pullifrone, Brandon Herzog, Peyton Heles, Breyden Hasher, Jocab Muniz, and Dane Clark.  CSHS Varsity Cheer, 
5-Man Stunt and Varsity Pom, are the number 1 teams in the state!   CSHS Boys Basketball are Regional Champions 
and are going on to state.  Congratulations to the following Sonoran Trails band students for being accepted to the 2019 
Middle School All-State Band:  8th grader Maya Ochoa was accepted on clarinet and 7th graders Ben Sidoti, Erika Espina 
and Zoe Kupersmith were accepted on saxophone, saxophone and trombone, respectively!   Congratulations to the 
Cactus Shadows High School music students who earned places in regional honor ensembles: Alexandra Kupersmith, 
Devin Pease, Mikaela Morris, Anthony Golicz earned seats in the band; Natasha Jarick, Harrison Newtown, Alison Tobin, 
Sawyer Tobin, Hallie Mink and Johnny Cranmer earned seats in the orchestra; and Brooke Kilgore, Elise Rollins, Ashley  
 



 
Business Meeting of the Governing Board 
February 11, 2019 
Page 2__________________________________________________________________                                                                            _______ 
 
Cramer, Hayley Smith Jackie Paul and Lorenzo Giammarino earned seats in the choir.! Ms. Christine Marsh, CSHS 
English Teacher, introduced students Peyton Smith, Madelyn Babbitt, Claire Geare and Taylor Giles.  The students wrote 
essays from a prompt on “The Creativity Crisis” – “Write to your school board explaining what you mean by creativity and 
arguing for or against the creation of a class in creativity.”  The students read their essays to the Board.  Member Hatcher 
thanked the students for sharing.    
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None received.   
 
3. PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATION/REPORTS   
3.1 Sonoran Trails Middle School Excellence Awards and Presentation:  Dr. Miller introduced the item and Mr. Bill 
Dolezal, principal of Sonoran Trails Middle School.  Mr. Dolezal introduced some students from the Sonoran Trails Chorus 
who came to sing for the Board.  Dr. Burdick and Mr. Dolezal gave out the Excellence Awards.   Congratulations to Nate 
Pozen (student); Michele DeSimone (parent/community member) and Ashley Fauss (teacher).  Mr. Dolezal reviewed a 
power point and reviewed all the great things happening at STMS.  He put in a plug for STMS’ SciTech Festival, February 
13 from 6-8pm. 

 
3.2 Tax Credit Expenditures for July 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018:  Dr. Frison introduced the item.  He 
reviewed the Tax credit expenditures by individual schools for last school year.  Member Brown asked how this related to 
prior years.  Dr. Frison didn’t know the exact number but the expenditures may be down less than 10%, and he will get 
the amount for the Board.  Next item is the revenue.   

 
3.3 2018 Tax Credit Report:  Dr. Frison introduced the item.  This item is the revenue side, the last item was 
expenditures.   

 
3.4 CCUSD Financial Forecast for 2019-20; 2020-21:  Dr. Frison introduced the item.  This is a projection for the next 
2 fiscal years.  The numbers here are based on the Governor’s proposed budget (not the JLBC and not a final signed 
budget).  Dr. Frison reviewed the Maintenance & Operation (M&O) and District Additional Assistance (DAA) projections.  
Dr. Burdick added that she continues to hope the legislature will provide the $1-$1.5 million assistance to CCUSD due to 
the $4 million dollar loss when they removed the charter money.  She added that CCUSD’s K-3 and M&O overrides were 
not renewed by voters.  As the projection is now, CCUSD would be looking at a $1.1 million in reductions for the 2020-
2021 school year.  Dr. Burdick is going to reconvene the Excellence Committee regarding a possible override in 
November.  Member Hatcher asked if the new ELA adoption was included in the budget.  Yes – CCUSD has an adoption 
in progress.  Member Busbee asked about professional growth – is that IB teacher training.  No this is the amount of 
money that CCUSD provides to certified staff from professional growth they submit to human resources – class hours, 
seat hours, collegiate hours – it increases their level of pay on the schedule.  This item will be coming back and updated, 
if available, to business meetings.   
 

4. ACTION CONSENT:  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Motion passed unanimously with 
President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and 
Member Hatcher voting aye.     
 
4.2 Human Resource Items:  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Motion passed 4-1 with President 
Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; Member Hatcher voting aye and Member 
Brown abstaining de facto.   Dr. Burdick introduced Mr. Aaron Pettinato the Interim Principal of Horseshoe Trails 
Elementary School and Mr. John Thompson the Interim Dean of Students at Cactus Shadows High School.  

 
5. OLD BUSINESS  
 
6.   NEW BUSINESS 
6.1 Approval of Certified Contract Language for the 2019/20 School Year for Certified Classroom Teacher:  Dr. Frison 
introduced the item.  There are two versions attached – one with changes and the final incorporating all of the final 
changes.  These contracts will be sent out March 12, 2019.  The bold-underlined paragraph talks about if the contract is 
unable to be fulfilled 186 days.  Member Hatcher asked if that was a result of Red for Ed, teachers being informed 
specifically.  Yes – not so much a change but more defined 186 work days.  Member Brown asked if the new insertion 
was in the prior year.  No – it is new this year.  Some teachers called in sick and some were docked.  It is considered a 
gift of public funds if the teachers are not held to their contract.  The difference this year is that no students will have to 
return if there are extra days.  There would be teacher professional development on those days.   Member Busbee moved, 
Vice President Rich second.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; 
Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and Member Hatcher voting aye.     
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6.2 Approval of Employment Contract Language for the 2019/20 School Year for Special Services Professional:  Dr. 
Frison introduced the item.  This contract is for non-classroom teachers:  psychologists, speech pathologists, social 
workers, therapists and nurses).  New language includes if the school district has to close or doesn’t open, their contract 
will be extended for that period of time.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Member Busbee asked 
when administration’s contracts come out.   Administrator contracts come out in April.  The three contracts for approval 
tonight are all certified staff.  Motion passed unanimously with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; 
Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and Member Hatcher voting aye.     
 
6.3 Approval of Certified Professional (not CSF eligible) Contract Language for the 2019/20 School Year:  Dr. Frison 
introduced the item.  These contracts carry the same language as Item 6.2 above.  Member Busbee moved, Vice 
President Rich second.  President Hill reiterated these are not classified contracts. Motion passed unanimously with 
President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and 
Member Hatcher voting aye.     
 
6.4 Approval of December 10, 2018 Governing Board Meeting Minutes:  Dr. Burdick introduced the item.  Governing 
Board Members Brown and Hatcher voted to approve these minutes at the January 28, 2019 Governing Board Meeting.  
On December 10, 2018, they were not Board Members and should have abstained from voting on the item.  CCUSD’s 
attorney advised to bring the item back and request that Members Brown and Hatcher abstain from voting on this item.  
Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Motion passed 3-2 with President Hill voting aye; Vice President 
Rich voting aye; and Member Busbee voting aye.  Member Brown and Member Hatcher both abstained.    
 
6.5 Prior Fiscal Year Expenditure Approval for Deer Valley Unified School District dba Graphic Communications:  Dr. 
Frison introduced the item.  There was a purchase order in place for this item but accounts payable did not received an 
invoice.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Member Brown asked how much CCUSD pays DVUSD 
for printing.  Is there someone local in Cave Creek or through the Chamber that CCUSD can go through?  Dr. Frison said 
that CCUSD uses many different printers (one on Cave Creek Road, Office Depot) but DVUSD Graphic Communications 
Department has been less expensive than other places and very responsive.  Dr. Frison said he would get Member Brown 
the information he requested.  The District gets quotes on larger projects like the budget brochures because the dollar 
amount is substantially more.  Vice President Rich noted that EVIT also has a printing center.  Motion passed unanimously 
with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; 
and Member Hatcher voting aye.     
 
6.6 Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Schedule for Business and Work Study Governing Board Meetings:  Dr. Burdick 
introduced the item.  The last Governing Board meeting the Board voted to change from the calendar year to the fiscal 
year, July 1 to June 30, to match the calendar the district operates on.  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich 
second.  Member Brown commented that the dates were not the same as the prior schedule.  The July, September, and 
November meetings are different than the schedule.  Dr. Burdick said we can always add a meeting if necessary.  We 
are submitting future dates tonight so that they can be set aside on your calendars.  Member Brown commented that the 
dates are different than prior dates.  Dr. Burdick added that new dates are being proposed for the upcoming fiscal year – 
if there’s an issue with the dates, they can be revisited. Member Busbee wanted to know the logic behind changing the 
calendar from the calendar year to the fiscal year.  Dr. Burdick said everything else runs on the fiscal year – July 1 to 
June 30.  Member Busbee asked why it’s being changed now.  Dr. Burdick said it is simply because it is one of the few 
things that did not run on the fiscal year – no other reason.  Member Hill noted that the Board would also only be voting 
on this once a year, not twice a year.  Vice President Rich added that it made more sense to run on the fiscal year.  Motion 
passed unanimously 4-1 with President Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; 
Member Hatcher voting aye and Member Brown voting nay. 
 
7. UPCOMING CALENDAR:  Dr. Burdick reviewed the item.   
 
8. ADJOURNMENT:  Member Busbee moved, Vice President Rich second.  Motion passed unanimously with President 
Hill voting aye; Vice President Rich voting aye; Member Brown voting aye; Member Busbee voting aye; and Member 
Hatcher voting aye.  The meeting adjourned at 7:19pm. 
 
Dated this 11th day of February 2019 
Julia Scotto 
Mrs. Julia Scotto, Executive Assistant to 
Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent & Governing Board 
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